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Valle Ambulance District Board of Directors 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
February 22, 2017 

 

Chairperson Becky Lowry duly called the regular meeting of the Valle Ambulance District 
Board to order at 06:00 p.m. at Valle House One.  The following members of the Board 
and Administration were in attendance: 
  
 Becky Lowry  Chairperson  Jesse Barton  Chief 

Carey Manning Secretary  James Kreitler  Attorney 
Larry Cain  Treasurer 
Steve Bergner  Director 
Dustin Lowry  Director-via video    
   

Absent: Vice-Chairperson Tammie Scullin (entered meeting at 6:08 p.m.)  
Also Present: Nikki Whaley, Drew Voss, Bernie Musgrove, Mike Bippen 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Chief Barton presented the agenda for approval.  Secretary Manning made a motion to 
accept the agenda as presented.  Treasurer Cain seconded the motion.  A vote was 
taken with all present being in favor.  The motion passed with five (5) favorable votes.    
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the 01/25/2017 Regular Meeting were presented for approval.  Treasurer 
Cain made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Director Bergner seconded the 
motion.  A vote was taken with all present being in favor.  The motion passed with five 
(5) favorable votes.  
 
Financial Report 
Chief Barton presented the financial report for the month to the Board.  Chief Barton 
stated the checking account balance is $1,512,816.50 and the money market account 
balance is $2,039,269.81.  Chief Barton stated that the billing income for January 2017 
was $115,102.43 and the sales tax income deposit for February 2017 was $75,206.59.  
Secretary Manning made a motion to accept the financial report as presented.  Director 
Bergner seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with all present being in favor.  The 
motion passed with five (5) favorable votes. 
 
Payment of the Bills- Accounts Payable 
Director Bergner made a motion to pay the bills as presented. Secretary Manning 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with all present being in favor.  The motion 
passed with five (5) favorable votes. 
 
Public to Address the Board 
None 
 
 
Employees to Address the Board 
None 
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Vice-Chairperson Scullin entered the meeting at 6:08 p.m. 
 
Communications from Board Members 

Director Dustin Lowry stated he intends to resign from the Board of Directors effective 
the conclusion of tonight’s meeting.  He stated that his employment has taken him out of 
the District.  Director Dustin Lowry thanked the Board of Directors and the employees for 
their dedication and service.  Chairperson Becky Lowry thanked Director Dustin Lowry 
for his service to the community and contributions in the advancement of the District. 
Attorney James Kreitler stated that a formal letter of resignation needed to be delivered 
to the District and the remaining Board of Directors has sixty days to fill the vacancy.  
Vice-Chairperson Scullin made a motion to accept Director Dustin Lowry’s Board 
resignation.  Secretary Manning seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with all present 
being in favor.  The motion passed with six (6) favorable votes. 
 
Chief’s Report 

Chief Barton presented the District Run reports to the Board.  The call volume for 
January 2017 was 382 vs. 317 in 2016.  The total call volume year to date is 619 vs 645 
for the same period 2016.   
 
Chief Barton stated the last of the power load systems and cots have been installed and 
paid for.   
 
Old Business 

Chief Barton stated Mr. Bacon reported there are approximately two weeks left to 
complete the specification book before the bid process can begin.  The site development 
plan has been approved by the county.  Director Dustin Lowry inquired if the parking lot 
is going to be concrete or asphalt?  Chief Barton stated that it was a mixture of both.  
The Board instructed Chief Barton to allow for an alternate bid of an all concrete parking 
lot to compare long term costs.  Chief Barton stated that when the bid notice is 
published, the contractors will need at least three weeks to complete the bid packet.  
After a brief discussion, it was decided to have bids due April 11, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. and 
a Special Meeting is scheduled April 13, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. to go over the completed 
bids.  Chairperson Becky Lowry asked Chief Barton when he thought ground breaking 
would begin?  Chief Barton stated he expected contractors to have a busy year ahead 
and hopefully ground breaking would begin in July. 
 
Chief Barton stated the District received a bill from Waste Connections concerning trash 
service from November 2015 until October 2016.  Chief Barton stated that our previous 
provider, Hilltop Trash Service, was purchased by Waste Connections and the District 
was never notified of any changes, there were no interruptions of services and no 
contract was signed with Waste Connections.  Attorney James Kreitler stated the District 
is under no legal obligation to pay for the services, due to no contract being signed.  
After a brief discussion, it was decided to pay the bill for the services rendered.  Attorney 
James Kreitler stated no vote was necessary because a vote was already taken to pay 
the District’s monthly bills. 
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New Business 
Chief Barton presented the Board with an updated Treat and Release schedule.  The 
new schedule replaces Albuterol Treatment & Nebulizer and Duo Ned with Breathing 
Treatment with a new rate of $5.00 to encompass both, the addition of Solumedrol with a 
rate of $6.00, and an increase to Zofran from $1.00 to $2.00.  Vice-Chairperson Scullin 
asked Chief Barton how much Narcan is used each month?  Chief Barton stated he 
does not know the exact amounts, but puts an estimate at $1,000.00.  Vice-Chairperson 
Scullin made a motion to accept the updated Treat and Release Schedule.  Director 
Bergner seconded the motion. A vote was taken with all present being in favor. The 
motion passed with six (6) favorable votes.  
 
Chief Barton stated the billing fees need to be reviewed yearly.  Chief Barton stated that 
he received the rates of surrounding districts and our current fees align with the average 
of those rates.  The billing fees were last reviewed in April 2016 with only an increase to 
ALS and BLS non-emergency calls and an addition of non-resident charges for the same 
services.  Director Dustin Lowry stated his opinion of needing to raise billing fees yearly 
to coincide with the increase in operating costs.  Chief Barton stated on average the 
yearly operating costs increase three percent.  Chief Barton also stated that the Missouri 
Governor has proposed a three percent cut to Medicaid funding this year.  After a brief 
discussion, Chairperson Becky Lowry stated she would like to table the rate increases 
until next year.  Chief Barton also recommended revisiting the billing fee increases next 
year.  Director Dustin Lowry stated there was no raise in fees since 2013 and with 
continued operating costs rising, the District would be behind again with no increases 
this year.  After a brief discussion, Treasurer Cain made a motion to take no action and 
revisit the billing fee increase next year.  The motion did not receive a second.  Director 
Dustin Lowry made a motion to increase the billing fee charges three percent.  Vice-
Chairperson Scullin seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with five (5) YES votes and 
one (1) NO vote. The motion passed with five (5) favorable votes.    
 
Chief Barton presented the Board of Directors with the 2016 Audit results.  Chief Barton 
stated there were no significant findings.  The 2015 Audit ended with $1,609,108.23 and 
the 2016 Audit ended with $2,093,730.29, a $484,000.00 increase due to the Sales Tax 
not being rolled back until the 2017 Fiscal Year.  Accountant Bruce Kummer’s audit 
findings suggested adopting an investment policy, withholding vendor payments until a 
completed W-9 is obtained, and the limitation of segregation of duties due to the number 
of administration personnel.  Director Bergner instructed Chief Barton to contact 
Accountant Bruce Kummer and ask for his recommendations for an investment policy 
and to inquire what surrounding districts use as their policy.  Chairperson Becky Lowry 
made a motion to accept the 2016 Audit.  Director Steve Bergner seconded the motion.  
A vote was taken with all present being in favor. The motion passed with six (6) 
favorable votes. 
 
Chief Barton presented the Board with a bid to purchase CPR devices.  Chief Barton 
stated that currently the District has auto-pulse devices which are outdated and not as 
effective.  Chief Barton stated the Lucas device is a tested means to improve patient 
outcomes.  Chief Barton presented a bid of $82,509.15 for four Lucas devices with 
batteries and a four-year warranty. Director Dustin Lowry stated he would like the Board 
to consider the purchase with regards to the new maintenance facility being built in the 
near future.  Chief Barton stated that he has applied twice for grants from the Jefferson 
Memorial Grant Foundation with no results.   
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Chairperson Becky Lowry made a motion to purchase four Lucas devices with batteries 
and four-year warranty for a total of $82,509.15.  Vice-Chairperson Scullin seconded the 
motion.  A vote was taken with all present being in favor. The motion passed with six (6) 
favorable votes. 
 
Chief Barton stated the Washington County Ambulance District Administrator, Justin 
Duncan, presented Chief Barton with a mutual aid agreement for the Board of Directors 
to consider.  Attorney James Kreitler reviewed the agreement and stated two concerns 
regarding billing of treat and release trips and immunity clause.  After a brief discussion, 
Chief Barton suggested sending Valle Ambulance District’s standard mutual aid 
agreement to Administrator Justin Duncan for consideration.  Vice-Chairperson Scullin 
made a motion to reject the proposed Washington County Ambulance District Mutual Aid 
Agreement and allow Chief Barton to enter into an agreement reviewed and approved by 
Attorney James Kreitler.  Secretary Manning seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 
with all present being in favor. The motion passed with six (6) favorable votes.    
 
Chief Barton stated there were two requests for reduction: 

1) Attorney office requesting a reduction of 50% of a current bill of $761.40.  The 
reduction would bring the remaining balance to $380.70.  Attorney James 
Kreitler reviewed the reduction request and stated that it is not a statute 
request.  The Board decided not to accept the request. 

2) Attorney office requesting a reduction of 60% of a current bill of $666.35.  The 
reduction would bring the remaining balance to $400.00.  Attorney James 
Kreitler reviewed the reduction requested and stated that is was a statute 
request.  Director Dustin Lowry made a motion to accept the request of the 
60% reduction of $666.35 and accept the remaining balance of $400.00.  
Vice-Chairperson Scullin seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with five (5) 
YES votes and one (1) NO vote. The motion passed with five (5) favorable 
votes.       

 
Adjournment to Executive Session 

Director Bergner made a motion to adjourn the meeting to Executive Session for 
Purpose of Personnel and Contracts in Accordance with Missouri State Statute 610.021.  
Secretary Manning seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with the following 
results: Becky Lowry, Yes; Scullin, Yes; Manning, Yes; Cain, Yes; Bergner, Yes; Dustin 
Lowry, Yes.  The motion passed with six (6) favorable votes.  The meeting adjourned 
into Executive Session at 7:15 p.m. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 7:37 p.m. with nothing to report. 
 
Adjournment 
Secretary Manning made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Treasurer Cain seconded 
the motion.  A vote was taken with all present being in favor.  The motion passed with six 
(6) favorable votes.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.   

 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  ___________________________________   


